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ABSTRACT 
OneofthebiggestriskstoIndianstabilityiscommunalism

.Ontheonehand,itisseenas 

theprotectorofone'srights,butontheother,ithasdevelope

dintoasymbolofcontemptforothercommunities,based

onintoleranceandanalmostabhorrentaversiontoactsof 

violence.ThishadpreviouslyoccurredinIndiaasaresult

oftheunexpectedappearanceofnumeroussocioeconom

icandreligiousforcesthereaswellastheBritishEmpire's

presenceinIndia.Thisideology'sfoundationwasevolvi

ngovertime.Astimewenton,itbecameclearthattherewa

saconflictandhostilitybetweenIndia'smajorcommunit

iesofHindusand 

Muslims.Manypoliticalpartiesstartedmobilizingandus

ingreligionastheiraiminthe 

nameofpowerpolitics.communityagainsttheotherforc

onsideringtheirnarrowpoliticalinterests. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 
Conflictsbetweenreligiouscommunities,part

icularlybetweenHindusandMuslims,oversecularmatt

ershavetraditionallybeenrecognizedascommunalismi

ntheliterature.'Discussionsaboutcommunalismhavela

rgelyassociateditwiththecolonialerainIndiaandwithcer

tainreligiouscommunities,givingtheideaaclearandun

mistakableassociation. 

Whileitistruethattherewereconflictsthrough

outtheprecolonialera,theycannotbeconsideredtohavef

ullymanifestedascommunalism. 

Itmightbearguedthatcommunalismhasitsroot

sinthedynamicsofpowerwithincommunities,theirshar

edpasts,andtheirpropensitytoruleoverothers.Political,

economic,social,andotherlinkageswithcommunalism

aretiedtoclaimsmadeaboutcommunalidentitythatcaus

egroupstoeitherseekorrejectdominance.Communalis

mmaybeviewedasaprocessofcommunitiescompeting

withoneanothertocontrolorfightothers'controloverper

ceivedaswellasactualdangers,complaints,insecurities,

andmistrust.Duringthecolonialera,thisdesiretoruleove

rotherstookonaphysicalshape,butithassincebroadened

,encompassingnewproblemsandpopulations.Commu

nitieshavebeencreatingdivisivelinestoseparateonegro

upfromanother,addingfactorsthatcontributeto"margi

nalization,"selectivelycraftinghistories,reliving"hum

iliations"and"defeats,"recalling"violentperiods,"andr

eleasingvariousformsofviolence.The 

remainderofthisessayreviewstheliterature,whichhase

xaminedthereasonsandoriginsofcommunalismatvari

ousliterarylevels. 

WithHindurevivalistmovementsliketheAryaSamaj'sS

huddhimovementandtheriotsforcowprotectionin1892,

thefoundationsofcommunalismwereset.Oneofthereli

giousreformmovementsthathadanimpactoncommuna

lisminthe19thcenturywastheFaraizimovement,which

HajiShariatullahbeganinBengalinordertoreassertthec

orrectwayofIslamamongBengaliMuslims.Later,scient

istslikeSyedAhmedKhanprojectedIndianMuslimsasa

distinctgroupwithintereststhatweredistinctfromthose

ofothergroups. 

 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Indiaisavastandbeautifulcountry,itisinhabite

dbypeopleofdifferentreligion,cultures,languages,cast

esandhabits.MahatmaGandhi,isthefatherofthenation.

Hehaddreamtforequalityandfreedomforallthecitizens

ofthecountry.Indiaisasocialisticpatternofsociety.butth

econditionisjustreversetodayasallthecommunitiesinin

diadonotenjoyequalprivillage. 

Nowadayssomepeoplearesufferingfromsoci

alinjustice,andsomebecomevictimsoffanalismofthefu

ndamentalistsandsome,unevendistributionofwealth.t

hisresultsbirthconflictamongcommunities.Thuscom

munalismdestraysthenoblespiritofnationalism.Nation

alintegerationgetsshatteredfornarrowselfishinterestof

thereligiosleaders.Todaywhenwearetalkingofonewor

ld,suchconditionshouldnotprevailinourcountry.Com

munalismisourgreatestenemytodayandwemustfighta

gainstit. 

Indiancultureispluralisticintermsofreligion.

Thefollowersofallthemajorreligioustraditionsaregathe

redhere.Hindusmakeupthevastbulkofthepopulation,an

dtheyliveineverypartofthenation.Themajorityofpeople

identifyasMuslims.Butoccasionally,theintegrationof

MuslimsandHinduswasadisaster,leadingtosevereracia

lunrest. 

Throughoutcommunalprotestsduringtheperi

odofindependence,millionsofpeoplelosttheirhomesan

dmillionsmoredied.IndiaandPakistanwerebrokenapart

bycommunalism.Thepartitionwassupposedtocrackth

ecode,butitfellshort.HindusandMuslimsstillneedtoest

ablishtheirlivingarrangements. 
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Incontemporaryculture,communalismisunquestionin

gadherencetoone'sownreligiousgroup.Itisdescribedas

amethodofinfluencingpublicopinionthroughrequestin

gcommunalservices.Dogmatismandreligiousfanaticis

marelinkedtocommunalism. 

 

1)A Legacy of Past: 

IndiawasdividedinaccordancewithJinnah's"

TwoNation"doctrine.InIndia'srecenthistoryasanindep

endentnation,communalpoliticshadplayeditsdirtygam

e.TheBritishgovernment's"DivideandRule"strategyb

enefitedtheircolonialinterests.Theeventualresultofthei

rpoliticswasthedivisionofIndia.AsizableportionofMus

limsareremaininginIndianotwithstandingthecreationo

fPakistan.Indiahasembracedthevaluesofsecularisman

dhumanequality.However,communalismisstillprese

ntandcontinuestomanifestitselfinmanyways. 

 

2)Presence of communalparties: 

InIndia,religionhasgrowntobeasignificantto

olforpoliticalsocialization,andmanypoliticalparties'id

eologiesreflectthistrend.InIndia,therearenumeroussec

tarianandcommunalpoliticalpartiesandorganizations

.CommunalismisaresultoftheMuslimLeague,Jamaat-

Islami,HinduMahasabha,AkaliDal,andVishwaHindu

Parishad,eitherdirectlyorindirectly. 

Forelectoralgain,thesocalledsecularpolitical

partiesalsoformallianceswithcommunalforces.Differ

entpoliticalpartieschoosecandidateswhileconsidering

theconstituency'sracialandethnicdiversity. 

Somepoliticalfiguresadvocatecommunalis

msinordertoadvancetheirshorttermpoliticalobjectives

.Onlybecausetheyadoptedcommunalandsectarianinte

restshave,theygrowntobeleadersandhaveremainedso. 

 

3)ISOLATION OF MUSLIMS 

EvenafterPakistanwascreated,IndianMusli

mshadapropensityforisolationism.Theycontinuetoavo

idengagingintraditionalnationalpolitics.Themajorityo

fthemarenoteagertoparticipateinthenation'ssecularnat

ionalistpolitics.Theyinsistonbeinghandleddifferently.

Theyhaveauniqueidentityduetotheiruniquecultureand

customs.Someorthodoxandconservativeorganization

swantreservingfacilitiesforMuslimsinadditiontosupp

ortingIslamicfundamentalism.Theirseclusionbreedsp

sychologicaldistanceandmiscommunication,whichfu

elsocialtensionsbetweendifferentgroupsofpeople. 

 

4)POVERTY 

Thereiswidespreadpovertyandunemployme

ntinoursociety.Itcausesilliteracy,ignorance,andothers

ocialills.Religiousfundamentalistsandfanaticscanread

ilyensnaretheunemployedyouthofbothpopulations.Th

eymakeuseofthemtoincitedisturbancesthroughoutco

mmunities.Hindusarealsomoresuccessfulinbusiness,i

ndustry,andtradethanMuslims,whichmakesMuslimsf

eelinferiortothem.Communalismfrequently 

developsinareasofpooreconomicstanding. 

 

5)SOCIAL CAUSES 

ThetwolargestcommunitiesinIndiahavelong

harboredmistrustforoneanother.Muslimshaveincrease

dtheirstanceontheirrightsastheyvoicecomplaintsabou

tthethreatofHinduculturalinvasionontheirlife.Theyare

unabletofullyembracetheneedforfamilyplanningandc

ontributetopopulationgrowtheitheroutofignoranceori

nsecurity. 

TherecentdisputearoundtheCensusReportde

monstrateshowHinduChauvinistsfeelabouttherising

Muslimpopulation.Conversionisalsoasocialfactorthat

contributestocommunalism.EveryIndianhasthefreedo

mtopracticeanyreligiontheychoose.However,itcauses

unfavorableemotionswhenconversionfromonefaithto

anotherisaccomplishedbyprovidingamenitiessuchas

money,education,services,etc. 

 

III. DISCUSSION 
Measures for the Eradication of Communalism 

EliminationofCommunityParties:Allpolitic

alorganizationsthatdependonreligiousallegiancesoug

httobeoutlawedordisbandedbythegovernment.Evenn

onpoliticalculturalorganizationsshouldberigorouslyr

egulatedtostoppropagatingcommunalism.Pastheritag

etransmission:Inordertosafeguardtheirnation'sinterest

s,thepublicshouldberemindedofthemagnificenthistori

caltimesthatHindus,Muslims,andSikhshaveexperienc

ed. 

Thegeneralpublicbelievesthatthemediashou

ldbeusedtochangepeople'sperceptionsofdifferentcultu

res.Citizensneedtobeawareofcommunalism'snegative

aspects.Everystateshouldcreateyouthorganizationsan

dotherassociationstogivepeoplefromvariouscommuni

ty’schancestointeractandgettoknowoneanother.This

willmotivatethemtopracticeinterfaithunionsthatbridg

ethesocialgapbetweenpeopleofdifferentreligions.Effo

rtsshouldbemadebythegovernmenttoendcommunalis

m. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 
SincetheearlyyearsafterIndependence,there

havebeensignificantchangesintheliteraturetendencies

oncommunalismandethnicconflict.Whilethedecadesi

mmediatelyfollowingPartitionwerelargelyquiet,thisw

asalsoatimewhenPartitionitselfwasneverspokenup.Th

ecommunalismrelatedliteraturelargelyadoptedessenti

alist,instrumentalist,orMarxistviewpoints.Manyviole

ntincidentsweredescribed,buttherewaslittleanyinform

ationonhowliveswereslowlyrebuiltafterviolence. 

Itishardlyunexpectedthatthetendencyofwriti

ngaboutreligionhaschangedsignificantlysincethe1980

s,whenHindunationalismrosetoprominence.Inrecentd
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ecades,therehasbeenatremendousincreaseinethnicviol

encethroughoutsouthAsia,particularlyinIndia.InIndia

,minorities(especiallySikhsandMuslims)havesuffered

thebiggestlossesintermsoflivesandpropertyduetocolle

ctiveviolence.Aftertheendofthe1970s,thetrajectoryofi

ntergroupviolenceshiftedupward.The1980ssawanincr

easeinviolenceacrossthenation,eveninpreviouslyunaf

fectedplaces.Theincreasedleveloforganizationandpre

parationthatwentintoitsformationandmanagementwa

sfurtherdemonstratedbyeachactofcollectiveaggressio

n. 
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